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MARCH 28 GRADUATION REMARKS 
Distinguished Guests, 
Faculty and Staff, 
Family, Friends, 
And, Soon to be GRADUATES ... 
Good morning and welcome to today's graduation ceremony! Today 
is a celebration of individual commitment, perseverance and personal 
accomplishment. We are here today along with friends and family to 
express our PRIDE and JOY in our students' academic achievements. 
I would also like to acknowledge the faculty and staff whose 
dedication to each student here made this graduation possible. You 
are a world-class, amazing team. Your passion for teaching and 
commitment to this institution are appreciated by everyone here with 
us today, especially these future graduates. 
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To the graduates here today, words cannot express our profound 
pride in you! We have immersed you in an extremely competitive 
academic environment that has enabled you to focus and think about 
the challenges that affect your service and our national security. 
It is our hope that your NPS education will serve as your anchor 
upon which the rest of your careers are built. The skills that you have 
developed here will help you to serve more effectively wherever you 
are called, and our nation will look to you as strategic "influencers" 
wherever your careers take you. We know each of you will make a 
difference! 
I know you will take full advantage of the opportunities to build on 
the lasting relationships you have fostered here with your fellow 
students. The professional contacts you've made here can last 
throughout your career and your lifetime. 
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And taken from today's headlines, our graduates and students are 
using the best practices they learn at NPS to respond to the tragic 
mudslides in Snohomish County, Washington. John Pennington, the 
Emergency Management Director of Snohomish County, is a graduate 
of the Center for Homeland Defense and Security's Executive Leaders 
Program. Tom Davis, one of the responding sheriff's deputies and 
several members of the staff at the county emergency management 
are currently enrolled in our distance learning Master's program in 
Homeland Security. 
Altogether, among Washington State Mudslide First Responders • 
.. 22 Master's Program alumni and 8 current Master's students 
represent the state of Washington. 
- 16 Homeland Security professionals from Washington are 
Executive Leaders Program (ELP) participants. 
- Greater than 645 users associated with organizations in Washington 
state access the Center's Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL) 
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Extraordinary times call for extraordinary leadership. Dr. Hensler, 
who was named provost in June of last year, is one of those 
extraordinary leaders. He came to us with a wealth of experience in 
both academia and industry, and a commitment in his heart to NPS 
students, faculty and staff. 
Allow me to list just a few of his impressive credentials: 
Dr. Hensler earned a Bachelor of Science in Engineering (BSE) in 
Aerospace and Mechanical Sciences from Princeton University, an 
MBA from the University of Portland, and a Ph. D. in Finance from the 
· University of Washington. 
In 2008, he served as the Dean of the W. Frank Barton School of 
Business at Wichita State University where he led organizational 
changes that streamlined the school's ability to collaboratively 
respond to student and corporate initiatives involving other academic 
institutions. 
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Recognized for his diverse expertise and skills, he worked closely 
with CEO's and other executives from the Wichita aviation 
community, including Spirit Aero Systems, Cessna, Boeing and 
Beechcraft as well as the Coleman Company, best known for its 
outdoor products. 
Somewhere along the way, Dr. Hensler found the time to author and 
co-author several articles and manuscripts. He has written on a wide 
variety and cross-disciplinary set of topics that include, value 
creation, technology development and leadership, just to name a few. 
I would go on but let's face it; you've spent enough time in the library. 
Ladies and Gentleman please join me in a warm welcome for our 
Provost, Dr. Doug Hensler. 
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